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Celebrating 100 years of serving the diverse
needs of the children and families of Oakland
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CHS expands its in-home family care program
to serve Alameda County.

A cottage is rented at 1044 54th Street in Oakland as an
office and receiving home; cottage is quickly outgrown.

Mr. and Mrs. Chauncey Gibson give a new building
to CHS upon seeing the need and being impressed

with the organization's conduct.

The “Gibson” Receiving Home is used for receiving homeless
children and placing them in adoption. “Every evening, ‘Children’s
Hour’ is kept in the Northern Receiving Home living room, with its
big open fireplace, soft rugs, and cozy couches. The children have
music and play games...stories are read and songs sung...”

Thanks in part to the Hillen Fund, CHS’s Oakland office
relocates to the Eastmont Town Center in East Oakland

to once again serve the community of Oakland.

Mr. Hillen passes away, revealing CHS as his principal heir
with a bequest of $420,000 to be used for a new building.

Residential rather than institutional in character, the one-story
building covers an area of approximately 12,000 square feet.
There are 25 offices plus a reception room, conference room,
clinic with examining and isolation rooms, playroom, kitchen,

living facilities for a caretaker, and cottages in the back to
house unwed mothers.

The Hillen Trust Fund enables CHS to acquire five living units
known as “Hillen Court” to serve as low-cost living quarters

for expectant, unmarried women. Hillen Court closes in 1979,
serving 33 girls in three years.

Robert C. Hillen and wife, Myra, are active supporters of
CHS and its adoption program for many years. Through their
friendship with the Gibsons and their deep concern for the
needs of children, they become aware that the size of the
Northern Receiving Home is too small to accommodate the
expanding adoption program. Mrs. Hillen passes away.

Oakland office opens, 
which is referred to as the 
CHS Northern Office and 
Receiving Home.

The Robert C. Hillen Trust Fund is established for the purpose of
purchasing real estate in Oakland. A new building is constructed
on Telegraph Avenue with an enduring memorial to his great love
and concern for children and their welfare, stating, “Through
whose generosity it was erected for the service of humanity
and the happiness of children.”

Perry Place opens in Oakland, providing care for children
and adolescents in a group-home setting.

Oakland office relocates to Grand Avenue and provides
administrative and program support services.

CHS celebrates 100 years of serving the Oakland community. 

1976

1944

1958

1984

2003

2017

1917



building
brighter
tomorrows

for
children today

 
Oakland Family Resource Center (FRC)
The Oakland FRC operates as an important hub for family and community life. Located in the
heart of East Oakland, the FRC aims to provide a safe, trusted place where low-income families 
receive support and advocacy to navigate and access a myriad of resources, improve parenting and 
financial stability, and develop community connections. By offering a range of integrated programs 
and services in a one-stop shop that educates and supports the entire family, the Oakland FRC 
strengthens families and creates healthier neighborhoods in distressed communities.

Programs

At the FRC, we believe that families are inherently strong. Through our 
research-driven programs, we help families build upon their inner strengths
so that they can provide safe and stable futures for their children and
generations to come. We are building brighter tomorrows for children today.

• Resource and Referral Program 
• Assistance in accessing government programs for housing, 
 nutrition assistance, health care, and welfare  
• Developmental screenings 
• Parent-peer support groups
• Family education workshops and special
 events for early literacy, school readiness, 
 and child abuse prevention
 

Help make a difference
for Oakland families.

Families in East Oakland are struggling. 
Many East Oakland families are living in poverty and homelessness and housing insecurity are increasing at alarming rates. 
Youth living in high-stress neighborhoods face profound challenges to their academic success, health and safety, as well as 
future transitions to adulthood. Approximately 30% of young children in Oakland do not participate in formal preschool and 
nearly two-thirds of Oakland Unified School District (OUSD) third graders read below grade level.

You can help East Oakland children and families.
With your donations, we can continue to be a safe haven for low-income families as
we provide vital services to help them build stronger families and brighter futures for
their children.

Historic CHS Oakland Programs Office in 1958

Since Fiscal Year 2016, the Oakland
Family Resource Center:
 •  Held 50 Community Events
 •  Served 1,518 Children
 •  Distributed 6,041 Materials
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