
What the activity does:
•Practices hypothesizing and 
observing 

•Explores similarities and 
differences

•Identifies primary and 
secondary colors

•Illustrates how plants 
absorb water to grow

What you need:
•Scissors
•Stalk of celery or white flowers   
(carnations work best)

•Water
•Food coloring (primary colors: 
  red, blue, and yellow)
•Clear plastic cups

What to do:
•Allow children to help you fill plastic cups with 

water and add 1 or 2 drops of each food 
coloring color to each cup until the water is a 
dark color. If you are using 2 colors, remember 
that red and blue make purple, blue and 
yellow make green, and red and yellow make 
orange. Purple, green, and orange are known 
as secondary colors

•Cut across the bottom of a stalk of celery and 
allow children to place celery stalks and/or 
white carnations in the cups

•Place the cups in a space near sunlight
•Invite children to observe the celery and 

carnations every 2-3 hours and record their 
observations by drawing pictures each hour or 
taking photos

•They will see the celery and carnations slowly 
absorb the colors in the water. Within 1 to 2 
days, the change will be very noticeable

•Discuss the changes with children and invite 
them to hypothesize about how and why the 
celery and flowers absorb the color

•Discover more tips and answers about this 
experiment here: 
https://tinkerlab.com/celery-experiment 
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The following activity will support your child’s learning while they are at home. Talk to your child 
and ask questions as you play. As your child listens to you, your child builds language and social 
skills, further reinforcing the concepts you are teaching. Match activities to your child’s favorite 
books, songs, or toys to make them more meaningful learning experiences. Visit our website at 

www.chs-ca.org and click on the News and Events tab for more learning resources. 
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PRESCHOOL - Activity: Color Magic


