
What the activity does:
•Practices taking turns and following rules
•Experiments with the math concepts of probability and counting. Try 
asking, “What are your chances of rolling the number you want?”

•Explores the features or characteristics of bugs
•Invites children to reflect on math processes such as identifying other 
objects with 6 parts. Try asking, “What else could we draw with 6 rolls?”

SCHOOL-AGE- Activity: Beetle Bug Game
What you need:
•One die
•Paper
•Pencils

What to do:
•Sit at a table and give each child a piece of paper and pencil. Explain how the game is played
•Decide who will go first by rolling the die. The highest roller begins the game
•The object of the game is to roll the die and draw a beetle bug. To play the game, the 
numbers must be rolled in order from 1 to 6, and each player gets 1 roll per turn

•The first player rolls the die, trying to roll a 1. The player cannot begin the drawing until a 1 is 
rolled. Once a player gets a 1, he can begin to draw a beetle bug

•Then players try to roll a 2, and then 3, and so on until they reach 6
•A 1 is needed to start the drawing with an oval for the body
•A 2 is needed to draw the head
•A 3 is needed to draw three legs on one side of the bug’s body
•A 4 is needed to draw the other three legs on the opposite side
•A 5 is needed to draw the antennae
•A 6 is needed to draw the eyes
•The player who completes their beetle bug first is the winner
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The following activity will support your child’s 
learning while they are at home. Talk to your 
child and ask questions as you play. As your child 
listens to you, your child builds language and 
social skills, further reinforcing the concepts you 
are teaching. Match activities to your child’s 
favorite books, songs, or toys to make them more 
meaningful learning experiences. Visit our 
website at www.chs-ca.org and click on the 
News and Events tab for more learning 
resources. 
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Sample drawing of 
a beetle bug:


