
What the activity does:
• Introduces vocabulary for familiar 

items and using the phrase “thank 
you” to acknowledge acts of 
kindness 

• Strengthens relationships
• Practices motor (muscle) 

development 
• Encourages toddlers to 

demonstrate preferences and 
notice items in their environment

What you need:
• Wall space
• White poster board or large 

sheet of paper for each child
• Painter’s tape (masking tape)
• Photos of family, friends, and 

pets
• Hook and loop fasteners
• Optional: Clear contact 

paper 

What to do:
• Toddlers are not yet developmentally ready to understand gratitude, 

but they can identify preferences for people and things that belong 
to them and begin saying “thank you” when appropriate

• Model saying “thank you” with children when something kind is 
done for them. For example, “Sarah gave you the green car. That was 
kind of Sarah. Can you say thank you?” This will help children 
develop an understanding that acts of kindness are connected with 
giving thanks

• Adults can also draw attention to the people or things that are 
important to children by creating a gratitude wall

• Use the painter’s tape to attach the poster board to the wall
• If possible, use clear contact paper to encase and protect photos
• Use hook and loop strips to attach photos to the poster board. The 

hook and loop fasteners allow toddlers to remove and replace 
photos on the wall

• Give each child the photos of their family, friends, and pets
• Look at the pictures together and talk about the people or animals. 

Invite children to stick their photos on the wall by saying, “Would 
you like to put your photos on the wall? This way we can always see 
what we are thankful for, and we are thankful for our families”

• Invite children to add other things they value to the wall. Adults can 
provide tape and help toddlers put items on the wall. Items might 
include a pretty flower or feather they find outside, a piece of art, or 
photos of themselves playing with a favorite toy
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The following activity will support your child’s learning while they are at home. Talk to your child 
and ask questions as you play. As your child listens to you, your child builds language and social 
skills, further reinforcing the concepts you are teaching. Match activities to your child’s favorite 
books, songs, or toys to make them more meaningful learning experiences. Visit our website at 

www.chs-ca.org and click on the News and Events tab for more learning resources. 
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